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THE HOLY SPIRIT INDWELLS
PERSONALLY AND LITERALLY

Brian Kenyon

PRELIMINARY REMARKS
The manner of the Holy Spirit’s indwelling has been a subject of

much controversy among those in the religious world in general, and
among the churches of Christ in particular, especially in the last few
decades. The time is right for a study such as this one. Due to the nature
of this book—examining various views of the Holy Spirit—it will be
helpful for years to come. Among other truths, this volume shows that
Christians can disagree on certain issues, and yet remain in fellowship
with one another. Only when one’s views contradict plain Bible
passages and/or principles should they become matters of fellowship.
It is with an attitude of love, an appetite for truth, and an appreciation
for those in fellowship with the Lord that this chapter is written.

INTRODUCTION1

When it comes to the indwelling of the Holy Spirit, the only three
options are: 1) The Holy Spirit really and truly (which necessarily
means personally and literally) dwells in the faithful Christian, 2) The
Holy Spirit dwells in the faithful Christian some other way (such as
figuratively or representatively), and 3) The Holy Spirit does not at all
dwell in the faithful Christian.2 There are no other options and the third
option can be easily eliminated.

The fact of the Holy Spirit’s indwelling is beyond dispute among
those who know that God exists and that the Bible is His inspired
Word. The Bible plainly declares that the Holy Spirit indwells the
faithful Christian (Acts 5:32; Rom. 8:9; 1 Cor. 3:16; 6:19; Gal. 4:6-7).
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However, since the Bible does not explicitly state the details as to how
the Holy Spirit indwells the faithful Christian, the manner of the Holy
Spirit’s indwelling has been the topic of much, often heated, discussion.
Again, so long as one’s view does not violate plain Bible passages
and/or principles, one’s view of the Holy Spirit’s indwelling should not
be a matter of fellowship.

The purpose of this chapter is to set forth reasons for believing that
the Holy Spirit personally and literally indwells the faithful Christian
in a non-miraculous way. This will be done by examining relevant
passages and principles and by proving a logical argument, which will
obviously involve the further examination of key passages. Detailed
answer to all objections are not offered here. Mentions are made to
opposing views only as they relate to the point being discussed.

TERMINOLOGY
Before pursuing the matter further, certain relevant terms must be

defined. One may wonder why, for example, the terms “personal” and
“literal” are in the title of this chapter. First, consider the term “per-
sonal.” If the Holy Spirit actually indwells the faithful Christian, it must
be in a “personal” way since the Holy Spirit is a Person and the
Christian in whom He dwells is a person. Because the Holy Spirit is a
Spirit-Person and not a flesh-and-blood person, the indwelling of the
Holy Spirit is not something that is empirically verified. This, however,
does not render the indwelling of the Holy Spirit impersonal.

Second, consider the term “literal.” As mentioned above, many
passages state the fact that the Holy Spirit indwells the Christian (Acts
5:32; Rom. 8:9; 1 Cor. 3:16; 6:19; Gal. 4:6-7; et al.). To deny that He
indwells the Christian in some form or fashion is to deny the God-
inspired Scriptures. Since the Bible plainly teaches it, the Holy Spirit
must either indwell the Christian literally or He must indwell the
Christian figuratively (which for the purpose of this study will include
the representative view). There is no middle ground! The term “literal,”
therefore, is used because, as this writer will show, there is nothing in
the contexts of these passages that demands a figurative meaning, and
if the indwelling is not figurative, then it must, by necessity, be literal.

Third, although the term is not part of the title of this chapter,
consider the term “non-miraculous.” This chapter deals with the non-
miraculous personal and literal indwelling of the Holy Spirit. Again, if
the Holy Spirit indwells the Christian (and He does, at least in some
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way), He does so either miraculously or non-miraculously. Again, there
is no middle ground! While it is true that the indwelling of the Holy
Spirit involved the ability to work miracles, wonders, and signs in the
first century (Acts 2:4-12; 6:6-8; et al.), it is not the case that all the
Holy Spirit’s indwelling must involve the miraculous. Not even in the
first century did everyone have the ability to work miracles, wonders,
and signs. Furthermore, lest one think that the Holy Spirit could not
possibly indwell a Christian without it involving the miraculous,
consider the human spirit. All Bible believers know that humans have
a spirit which is given by God at conception (Ecc. 12:7; Zech. 12:1;
Jas. 2:26). God’s initial creation of humanity with a spirit was clearly
miraculous (Gen. 2:7). However, the procreation of humanity with a
spirit in accordance with natural law established at creation is non-
miraculous. If a human spirit can dwell in the individual non-miracu-
lously, then why cannot the Spirit of God dwell in a human non-
miraculously? Additionally, if all faithful Christians have the Holy
Spirit dwelling in them (as this writer believes to be the case), and if the
miraculous age has ceased (which it has, 1 Cor. 13:8-13), then the Holy
Spirit’s indwelling must necessarily be non-miraculous.

Fourth, the meaning of the word “through” in the statement, “The
Holy Spirit dwells in the Christian through the Word,” depends on the
view of the person making the statement. Both, the one who believes
in a figurative indwelling and the one who believes in a literal
indwelling, can rightly make the statement. The one who believes in a
figurative Holy Spirit indwelling means by “through the Word” that the
Holy Spirit is not in the Christian at all, but is represented by the Word
being in the Christian just as, for example, constituents are not actually
in Washington, D.C., but are representatively so “through” their
congressman. The one who believes in a literal Holy Spirit indwelling
means by “through the Word” that the Holy Spirit enters into the
Christian’s heart “through” obedience to the Word and remains in the
heart along with the Word of God just as, for example, water enters into
a house “through” the plumbing and remains by the same. The
indwelling Word of God and the indwelling Holy Spirit are thus
inseparable, yet they are distinct entities.

JOEL’S PROPHECY OF THE SPIRIT AGE
Although other chapters in this volume may treat Joel’s prophecy

in more detail, it is important to the study of the Holy Spirit’s indwell-
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ing to note one major truth concerning Joel 2:28-32. Although the
details specified concerning the communication of God’s will were
limited to the first century, the application of this prophecy is to the
entire New Testament Age. It is not the case that there are two sets of
“last days” (cf. Acts 2:16), the first being the miraculous age and the
second being the rest of the Christian Age. Rather, there is only one set
of “last days,” a reference to the entire Christian Age, which includes
the time of miracles during its infancy (cf. 1 Cor. 13:8-13). Therefore,
the outpouring of the Spirit is a blessing that affects the entire Christian
Age, not just the first century.

This prophecy comes in a section concerning “the day of the Lord”:
blessing for God’s people and judgment for God’s enemies (Joel 2:18-
3:21). In 2:18-32, Joel promised blessings to God’s people. As is
typical with Old Testament promises of blessing, Joel first spoke of
physical blessings that his contemporaries would experience; namely,
the complete reversal of the locust damage (Joel 2:18-27). This would
be based on their repentance (cf. Joel 2:12-17). God’s pity would be
demonstrated by sending food to satisfy their immediate needs (Joel
2:19a), by removing the “reproach among the heathen” (Joel 2:19b),
and by driving away the locust army (Joel 2:20). God would also
restore their land and livestock (Joel 2:21-22; cf. 1:17-18). By these
physical blessings, the people would know that the Lord is God (Joel
2:23-27). Because Joel’s contemporaries were an agriculturally based
society, they could connect with the physical blessings promised.

However, Joel spoke of even greater blessings that would come,
those of a spiritual sort, involving the outpouring of the Holy Spirit
(Joel 2:28-32). “Afterward” established the chronological order in
relation to the promised physical blessings (2:18-27). “[I]n those days”
(Joel 3:1) pointed to the final dispensation of human history this side
of eternity (cf. Heb. 1:1-2). Joel 2:18-27 referred to the restoration of
old physical damage, whereas 2:28-32 referred to the “inauguration of
a new era in God’s dealing with his people” (cf. Acts 2:16ff).3 “Pour
out” denotes a generous scope of blessing. “Upon all flesh” shows that
all would benefit from the Spirit’s outpouring. “Prophesy ... dream
dreams ... see visions” refer to the whole teaching and forms of
revelation.4 God’s gracious blessing in sending His Spirit is the overall
focus of the prophecy, not the specific work of prophesying, dreaming
dreams, and/or seeing visions.
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Joel went on to show that the greater blessings of God’s Spirit
result in judgment to those who reject Him (Joel 2:30-31; cf. Deut.
28:15f). “Blood,” “fire,” and “pillars of smoke” give a picture of
judgment (cf. Isa. 13:9-11; Ezek. 32:1-8; Mt. 24:29; Rev. 6:12).
Although Jesus came to save the world, those who reject His message
will be judged (Jn. 3:17-19; 12:47-48). However, even in the midst of
judgment, God would provide an escape—“whosoever shall call on the
name of the Lord shall be delivered” (Joel 2:32). “Whosoever” lets the
reader know that the offer is available to all. To “call on the name of
the Lord” is to exclusively commit to God through obedience to His
will (cf. Acts 2:21, 37-38, 41, 47; 22:16). This deliverance would be in
“mount Zion” and “Jerusalem,” prophetic references to the spiritual
dwelling place of God and His people (Obad. 17; Heb. 12:22-23).

Notice how “whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall be
delivered” (Joel 2:32) connects this prophecy with the entire Christian
Age, not just to the first century. God’s pouring out His Spirit upon all
flesh is congruent with the time when “whosoever shall call on the
name of the Lord shall be delivered.” Since the promise of “whosoever
shall call on the name of the Lord shall be delivered” is still relevant
(Acts 2:21), and will always be throughout the Christian Age (Rom.
10:13-15), God’s pouring out of His Spirit is still relevant, at least in
some sense.

A LOGICAL ARGUMENT
Having defined some terminology and examined the relevance of

Joel’s prophecy, consider the following argument which this writer
believes proves that the Holy Spirit indwells the Christian in a personal,
literal, and non-miraculous way.

1. All Bible statements whose immediate or remote contexts do
not demand a figurative meaning are statements that are to be
taken literally.

2. The statements concerning the Holy Spirit’s indwelling found
in Acts 5:32; Romans 8:9; 1 Corinthians 3:16; 6:19; and
Galatians 4:6-7 are Bible statements whose immediate or
remote contexts do not demand a figurative meaning.

3. Therefore, the statements concerning the Holy Spirit’s indwell-
ing found in Acts 5:32; Romans 8:9; 1 Corinthians 3:16; 6:19;
and Galatians 4:6-7 are statements which are to be taken
literally.
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It must be recognized from the onset that according to the rules of
logic, this syllogism is valid (having the form AAA-1). The soundness
of the argument depends upon the truthfulness of its premises. If
premise one and premise two are true, the conclusion must necessarily
be true. In order to prove this argument unsound, one must prove either
or both of the premises to be false.

PROVING THE MAJOR PREMISE
Most who read this chapter will agree with the major premise: “All

Bible statements whose immediate or remote contexts do not demand
a figurative meaning are statements that are to be taken literally.”
Whether or not one agrees with this premise, however, it is true. If
language has any meaning at all, this premise must be true. Sound
hermeneutics are built upon this principle. If this premise is false, then
anyone can make the Bible teach whatever he or she wants it to teach.
Only when the context demands a figurative meaning should a
statement in the Bible be viewed as figurative. It seems that some
adhere to this hermeneutic principle in every aspect of Biblical
interpretation, except when it comes to the Holy Spirit’s indwelling.

RULES FOR DETERMINING FIGURATIVE LANGUAGE
A good transition from the major premise to the minor premise is

to consider D.R. Dungan’s “rules for determining figurative language”
in the Bible,5 and how these rules relate to this discussion on the Holy
Spirit’s indwelling. Dungan gave seven rules, but only five are relevant
to this discussion. The others involve numbers and sarcasm. First,
Dungan said: “The sense of context will indicate [figurative language]
... nothing should be regarded as figurative unless such a demand is
made by the meaning of the immediate context, or by the evident
meaning of the passage as a whole.”6 Keep this rule in mind when
examination is made below of the passages listed in the minor premise
of the argument. How would the first readers of the passages in the
minor premise have understood the plain declarations of the Holy
Spirit’s indwelling? What in their immediate or remote contexts would
demand a figurative meaning?

Second, Dungan said: “A word or sentence is figurative when the
literal meaning involves an impossibility.”7 Concerning the ability of
the Holy Spirit to non-miraculously indwell the faithful Christian, no
real impossibility exists. An apparent impossibility may exist in the
minds of some because they cannot fully understand exactly how the
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third member of the Godhead could non-miraculously indwell a human
being. However, all must remember: “The secret things belong unto the
Lord our God” (Deut. 29:29), and just because certain aspects of a
personal and literal indwelling of the Holy Spirit involve the unknown
(because God chose not to reveal the details), it does not mean that such
an indwelling cannot be true. Again, consider the human spirit. Because
one cannot know exactly how his or her spirit indwells the body, it does
not mean that such an indwelling is impossible. We know the human
spirit is part of human nature the same way we know that the Holy
Spirit indwells the faithful Christian—by Divine Revelation!

Third, Dungan said that a statement is figurative “if the literal
interpretation will cause one passage to contradict another.” Dungan
went on to say “if we have two passages, and the literal interpretation
of both makes the one to contradict the other, we are at liberty to regard
the language of one, at least, as figurative.”8 He said the only exception
to this is when a word has two meanings in a different context.
Applying this rule to the passages that speak of the Holy Spirit’s
indwelling, this writer cannot think of any contradictions that would
occur by taking the passages of the Holy Spirit’s indwelling as literal.
There may be some who claim such a contradiction exists based upon
the fact that the miraculous age has ceased, but, as stated above, the
Holy Spirit’s indwelling does not have to involve the miraculous.

Fourth, Dungan said that a statement is figurative “when the
Scriptures are made to demand actions that are wrong, or forbid those
that are good.”9 As far as the passages having to do with the Holy
Spirit’s indwelling are concerned, there are none whose literal
interpretation either demand actions that are wrong or forbid actions
that are right. The Holy Spirit’s indwelling requires, as a prerequisite
demand, the continual condition that a person live in harmony with “the
law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus” (Rom. 8:2), also referred to as
“the things of the Spirit” (Rom. 8:5-9).

Fifth, Dungan said that a statement is figurative “when it is said to
be figurative.” He went on to elaborate: “The author is supposed to
know whether the language was figurative or not; and hence, if he says
it is, we have nothing to add.”10 Nowhere in the New Testament is a
passage that explicitly speaks of the Holy Spirit’s indwelling explicitly
said to be figurative by its writer. Of course, some passages will use
figurative concepts, but that does not mean every statement in the
context is figurative. If that were the case, then no practical truth could
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be taught from a figurative setting. Think of how useless the parables
would be if that were the case. An example involving the Holy Spirit’s
indwelling would be 1 Corinthians 3:16. Paul uses the figure of a
“temple” to describe the Christian’s body. Obviously, the human body
is not made of bricks and mortar; however, when one understands
“temple” as a dwelling place, then it may not be as figurative as one
might think. Be that as it may, however, even within that context,
certain statements are literal, such as “If any man defile,” “him shall
God destroy,” and “the temple of God is holy.” If one can understand
those terms in a figurative setting as being literal, then why cannot one
understand “the Spirit of God dwelleth in you” as being literal?

From the onset, therefore, the passages about to be examined in the
minor premise pass the test of being literal statements, according to the
rules set out by Dungan. When read without prejudice, there is nothing
in their immediate and/or remote contexts that demand a figurative
meaning. With this in mind, consider the minor premise.

PROVING THE MINOR PREMISE
The minor premise says: “The statements concerning the Holy

Spirit’s indwelling found in Acts 5:32; Romans 8:9; 1 Corinthians 3:16;
6:19; and Galatians 4:6-7 are Bible statements whose immediate or
remote contexts do not demand a figurative meaning.” Consideration
will now be given to each of these passages individually.

First, consider Acts 5:32 in its context. The apostles had been
working “many signs and wonders ... among the people” (Acts 5:12-
17). As a result, many were being “added to the Lord” (Acts 5:14). The
high priest and the Sadducees were filled with jealousy and imprisoned
the apostles (Acts 5:17-18). However, “the angel of the Lord by night
opened the prison doors, and brought them forth, and said, Go, stand
and speak in the temple to the people all the words of this life” (Acts
5:19-20). The apostles obeyed the heavenly message, and “they entered
into the temple early in the morning, and taught” (Acts 5:21). When the
high priest, “captain of the temple,” and the “chief priests” heard that
the prison was empty of the apostles, they received word that “the men
whom ye put in prison are standing in the temple” (Acts 5:25). They
had the apostles arrested without violence, and told them, “Did not we
straitly command you that ye should not teach in this name? and,
behold, ye have filled Jerusalem with your doctrine, and intend to bring
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this man's blood upon us” (Acts 5:28). At this accusation, Peter gave
this famous response (Acts 5:29-32).

Peter’s response was four-fold: 1) he showed where the Christian’s
true loyalty resides (with “God rather than men”), 2) he summarized the
mission of Jesus the Christ (“to give repentance ... and forgiveness of
sins”), 3) he summarized the work of the apostles (to be God’s
“witnesses”), and 4) he summarized the witnessing work of the Holy
Spirit (“so is also the Holy Ghost” a witness).

In an incidental statement, Peter said: “God hath given [the Holy
Spirit] to them that obey him.” Does not the natural reading of this
verse show that God gives the Holy Spirit to all who obey Him?
Although some limit the “them” only to the apostles in an attempt to
connect this solely with the miraculous age, by what authority do they
do so? Peter himself qualifies the “them” as those who obey God. If
“them that obey him” does not literally mean “them that obey him,”
and include those of the twenty-first century, then where is the God-
inspired evidence? There is nothing in the immediate or remote context
that qualifies the “them” as being only the apostles or those of the first
century, nor is there anything in the context that demands a figurative
meaning of God giving the Holy Spirit to those who obey Him. Why
not simply accept what the Bible teaches?

Second, consider Romans 8:9 in its context. In Romans 8:5-8, Paul
contrasted life “after [according to] the flesh” with life “after [accord-
ing to] the Spirit.” In that text he explicitly informed the readers why
living “after the flesh” leads to death: 1) It is “enmity against God,” 2)
It is unable to be “subject [subordinate]” to God’s law, and 3) It is not
able to “please God” (Rom. 8:7-8). Romans 8:9 belongs to a paragraph
that runs through verse 11. A consideration of these verses in their
context will reveal an understanding that contributes greater apprecia-
tion for the scheme of redemption and the blessings that are found in
being a Christian. However, the focus here will be on verse 9: “But ye
are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God
dwell in you. Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none
of his.”

Paul turned to the Roman Christians and emphatically stated that
they did not live like those in the flesh. “In the flesh” brought back to
mind all that was previously said about “the flesh” and “the Spirit”
(Rom. 8:5-8). When Paul said they were not “in the flesh,” he obvi-
ously was not denying their physical existence. Rather, “The thought
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is still of mind-sets, of conditioned patterns of thinking and acting—the
one [‘in the flesh’] determined by belongingness to the world, the other
[‘in the Spirit’] by belongingness to God.”11 Truly, those who live
according to the Spirit cannot at the same time be living according to
the flesh.

“[I]f so be that” (Rom. 8:9) comes from a Greek word that means
“since; if it is true.”12 This clearly indicates the fact that Christians are
“in Christ” with the Holy Spirit dwelling in them, and if the Holy Spirit
dwells in Christians, the Holy Spirit liberates them from the “law of sin
and death” (cf. Rom. 8:2-3), which works through the flesh. Paul could
therefore say that Christians are not “in the flesh, but in the Spirit.”

While it is true that much false teaching has claimed support from
Romans 8:9, the truth of what the verse teaches should not be dismissed
with the error. This verse does teach that the Holy Spirit dwells in the
Christian, and without the indwelling of the Spirit one cannot be a child
of God. “Dwell” (Rom. 8:9) comes from a Greek word that means to
“live, dwell, have one’s habitation.”13 Leon Morris translates the verb
“live,” noting that the Holy Spirit is not an “occasional visitor,” but
rather “takes up residence in God’s people.”14 Paul declared that there
can be no union with Christ without the indwelling of the Holy Spirit!
Morris further comments: “[T]he presence of the Spirit in believers is
not an interesting extra to be seen in a few unusual people ... It is the
normal and necessary feature of being a Christian.”15

The indwelling of the Holy Spirit is so essential that Paul declared:
“Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his” (Rom.
8:9b). The word translated “have” comes from the infinitive form of a
Greek word that denotes the “language of possession,” which often in
the New Testament refers to demon possession (cf. Mt. 11:18; Mk.
3:22, 30), but in Paul’s writings, it almost always refers to a “good
possession,” such as “the Spirit of God” or “faith” (cf. 1 Cor. 7:40;
2 Cor. 4:13).16 The point is that if one does not “possess” the Holy
Spirit, he or she cannot belong to Christ. It may be that the qualification
of having “the Spirit of Christ” was introduced by Paul because he was
aware of some who claimed the Holy Spirit, but who failed to live
according to the Spirit’s demands (cf. 1 Jn. 1:6-7). Even today, some
people claim to be “Spirit-filled” Christians, but their manner of
conduct is far from a life “after the Spirit.” Real Christian character is
not determined by one’s profession or reputation, but by whether one
is living in such a way that others can see “the Spirit of Christ”
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dwelling in him or her (cf. Mt. 5:13-16; Rom. 12:1-2). The possession
of the Holy Spirit is declared to be absolutely necessary in order for one
to be acceptable to God (cf. Ju. 19), and the proof of one’s having “the
Spirit of Christ” manifests itself by one’s outward conduct.

There is nothing in the immediate or remote context that qualifies
the phrase, “the Spirit of God dwell in you,” as a figurative expression.
This writer is aware of some who apply the expression only to the
apostles and the miraculous age. However, not only is this reading into
the text something that the plain language of the Bible does not declare,
it also distorts the remainder of the chapter. Paul confirmed that the
Holy Spirit dwelling in the Christian was the key to the rest of the
blessings mentioned (cf. “if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from
the dead dwell in you ... Therefore ...” [Rom. 8:11-12]). It is because
the Spirit indwells faithful Christians that they will enjoy a resurrection
(Rom. 8:11), that they have “received the Spirit of adoption” (Rom.
8:15), that they are “heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ” (Rom.
8:17), that “the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be
compared with the glory which shall be revealed” (Rom. 8:18), that
they have help for their “infirmities” in that “Spirit itself maketh
intercession” for them (Rom. 8:26-27), that “all things work together
for good” (Rom. 8:28), and that nothing can “separate us from the love
of Christ” (Rom. 8:35-39). If the indwelling Holy Spirit was only for
the apostles and the miraculous age, then preachers misapply the text
when they say the blessings of Romans 8 belong to Christians today.
The truth of the matter, however, is that those blessings do apply today
because the same Holy Spirit indwelling that indicated that the Romans
belonged to Christ indicates that Christians today belong to Christ. If
“the Spirit of God dwell in you” does not literally mean “the Spirit of
God dwell in you,” where is the God-inspired teaching that makes it
figurative, or that makes it apply only to the apostles and miraculous
age? Why not simply accept what the Bible teaches?

Third, consider 1 Corinthians 3:16 in its context. In Chapters 1-4,
Paul addressed the Corinthians’ division. He stated the fact of their
division (1 Cor. 1:10-17), showed the wisdom of men versus the power
of God (1 Cor. 1:18-2:5), proved that the message the apostles preached
was the revealed mind of God (1 Cor. 2:6-16), exposed the Corinthians’
misunderstanding of the proper role of ministers (1 Cor. 3:1-9), and,
especially relevant to this discussion on the Holy Spirit’s indwelling,
used the figure of the foundation and its building to prove two truths
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(1 Cor. 3:10-17). Concerning the truth that literal statements can be
given in the midst of a figurative illustration, see comments made
above in the second to the last paragraph in the section, “Rules for
Determining Figurative Language.”

The first truth Paul proved was that all Christians must build on the
foundation of Christ (1 Cor. 3:10-15). Christ, as the foundation, is
always reliable (cf. Acts 4:11-12; Isa. 28:16). However, the structure
above the foundation is only as strong as the materials from which it is
constructed (1 Cor. 3:12-13). “[G]old, silver, precious stones” will
endure the tests, but “wood, hay, stubble,” which are cheap and
unstable materials, will not endure (1 Cor. 3:12b). Although the
“builder” will be affected, depending upon how well the “building”
endures the tests, the builder’s salvation is not dependent upon the
faithfulness of those he converts—all are accountable for their own
building (1 Cor. 3:14-15; cf. 3:8).

The second truth Paul proved was that the church is God’s temple
and the dwelling place of His Spirit (1 Cor. 3:16-17). The temple of
God was no longer a physical building, but a spiritual house of which
each Christian is a living part (1 Cor. 3:16; cf. 1 Pet. 2:5). As God
dwelt in the temple of old (cf. Isa. 6:1), so the Spirit of God dwells in
each Christian (cf. Rom. 8:9). Destruction awaits all who defile the
church, God’s sanctuary (1 Cor. 3:17). The connection Paul stressed
was that their division was defiling the church, God’s sanctuary (1 Cor.
3:17a; cf. 1:10-17; 3:1-3). Christians, as members of the temple of God,
are to be set apart for God’s own purpose (1 Cor. 3:17b; cf. Rom. 12:1-
2).

A closer look at the truth that the church of Christ is God’s temple
and the dwelling place of His Spirit (1 Cor. 3:16-17) reveals three
striking similarities with Romans 8:9. They are: 1) As there was a life
or death contrast between “the flesh” and “the Spirit” in Romans 8:5-8,
there was also an implied life or death contrast between the carnality
that resulted in the Corinthians’ division (1 Cor. 3:1-3), and the
adherence to the Spirit’s instruction that Paul desired they have (1 Cor.
1:10; cf. 2:12-16). Only by strict adherence to “the law of the Spirit of
life in Christ Jesus” (Rom. 8:2) can people truly build upon the
foundation of Christ (1 Cor. 3:10-11), and be the “temple of God”
(1 Cor. 3:16). 2) The Greek word translated “dwelleth” is the same as
that used in Romans 8:9. Again, the word means to “live, dwell, have
one’s habitation.”17 3) As Romans 8:9 declared that they must have “the
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Spirit of God” dwelling in them if they were to belong to Christ, so in
1 Corinthians 3:16-17, Paul implied they must have “the Spirit of God”
dwelling in them if they were to be “the temple of God.”

Some have made too much out of the fact that the pronouns “ye”
in 1 Corinthians 3:16-17 are plural, saying that the indwelling of the
Holy Spirit applies only to the church as a whole, not to the individual
Christians. However, since the church as a whole is made up of
individuals, it follows that the individuals must have the indwelling
Spirit in order for the church as whole to have the indwelling Spirit. In
other words, the plural includes the singular. In much the same way,
one can know that the phrase “church of Christ” is Scriptural, even
though the Bible nowhere explicitly uses it. Since the phrase “churches
of Christ” (Rom. 16:16) is plural, and since plurals are made up of
more than one singular, then one can know that the phrase “church of
Christ” is a Scriptural term.

There is nothing in the immediate or remote context that qualifies
“the Spirit of God dwelleth in you” as a figurative expression. If
Christians today are “the temple of God,” then the same “Spirit of God
dwelleth in [them].” If “the Spirit of God dwelleth in you” does not
literally mean “the Spirit of God dwelleth in you,” where is the God-
inspired teaching that makes it figurative, or only applicable to the
miraculous age? Why not simply accept what the Bible teaches?

Fourth, consider 1 Corinthians 6:19 in its context. In 1 Corinthians
6:12-20, Paul dealt with the problem of fornication: making Christ’s
body one with a harlot. He started out by showing that everything has
a proper use, and that Christian liberty of “lawful” things did not give
license to commit sin (1 Cor. 6:12; cf. Rom. 6:1; Gal. 5:1, 13). He
showed that the body’s proper use is not for fornication (1 Cor. 6:13-
14). Satisfying hunger with food is not the same as satisfying sexual
desire with fornication! Paul then developed the point that fornication
did not constitute the proper use of the body. A Christian committing
fornication took away a member from Christ’s body and joined him or
her to a harlot (1 Cor. 6:15-16). Christians are members of Christ
(1 Cor. 6:15; cf. 12:12-27; Jn. 15:5; Gal. 3:26-27), and it is unthinkable
to join a member of Christ with a harlot (1 Cor. 6:15a)! When Chris-
tians commit fornication, they degrade Christ and abandon the purpose
for which they were made. When Christians fornicate, they join
themselves to a harlot (1 Cor. 6:16). Sexual union makes the two
involved “one flesh” (cf. Gen. 2:24); thus, Christians become one with
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harlots during the immoral act of fornication. In such cases, members
of Christ are taken away from Him and made members of a harlot (cf.
1 Cor. 6:15). A Christian, however, is to be inseparably joined to Christ
(1 Cor. 6:17-18).

In the section most applicable to the question of the Holy Spirit’s
indwelling, Paul taught that glorifying God involved the proper use of
the body (1 Cor. 6:19-20). In establishing his point, Paul said: “[K]now
ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you”
(1 Cor. 6:19). “Temple” [sanctuary, ASV margin] is from the same
Greek word used in 1 Corinthians 3:16 and it refers to the inner
sanctuary of the temple; the place where Deity dwells, as opposed to
the entire temple precincts.18 Again, the Holy Spirit indwells all who
obey God (cf. Acts 5:32). Note that Paul said the Holy Spirit is
something “which ye have of God,” which again shows that God gives
His Holy Spirt to members of the church, His temple. The application
to the Corinthians is obvious. Since the Christian’s body houses Deity,
any conduct not appropriate in the sanctuary of God is not appropriate
in the life of a Christian. Fornication, therefore, or any other sin, must
not be a part of the Christian’s life.

Paul declared that the Christian’s body does not belong to him or
her (1 Cor. 6:19b). The Christian’s physical body belongs to God by
virtue of creation (Gen. 1:26-27), by virtue of redemption (1 Cor. 6:20),
and by virtue of surrender (Gal. 2:20). Since Christians’ bodies were
bought with the blood of Christ (cf. 1 Pet. 1:18-19; Heb. 9:12), they
ought to glorify God in them (1 Cor. 6:20), which of course cannot be
done when they are living in sin. The only way God can be glorified is
by doing His will (1 Cor. 10:31; cf. Col. 3:17).

Again, what in the immediate or remote context would qualify “the
Holy Ghost ... in you” as a figurative expression. If Christians today are
“the temple of the Holy Ghost,” then they have the same “Holy Ghost
... in you” as the Corinthians did. If “the Holy Ghost ... in you” does not
literally mean “the Holy Ghost ... in you,” where is the God-inspired
teaching that makes it figurative or only applicable to the miraculous
age? Why not simply accept what the Bible teaches?

Fifth, consider Galatians 4:6-7 in its context. In Galatians 4:1-7,
Paul was showing that the work of Christ is what made being heirs of
God possible for Christians. Before Christ came to redeem “them that
were under the law” (Gal. 4:5), the Galatians were no different than an
infant who was to be the future heir of the house and a servant who
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merely worked in the house. As the infant who would be heir needed
“tutors [guardians, NKJV] and governors [stewards, NKJV]” to bring
him along “until the time appointed of the father,” the Galatians needed
Christ to make them true heirs (Gal. 4:1-3). When the “fulness of the
time was come,” Christ came and redeemed “them that were under the
law, that we might receive the adoption of sons” (Gal. 4:4-5). Then,
Paul said, “And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of
his Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father. Wherefore thou art no
more a servant, but a son; and if a son, then an heir of God through
Christ” (Gal. 4:6-7).

Galatians 4:1-7 and Romans 8 have the following similarities: 1.
Having the “Spirit of his Son” is an indication that the Christian
belongs to God, and without the Spirit one cannot belong to God (cf.
Rom. 8:9). 2. Having the “Spirit of his Son” indicates that the Christian
has a most intimate relationship with God, summarized by the ability
to cry, “Abba, Father.” It has been observed that Abba and pater, the
word translated “Father,” are two different words for “father.” The
word Abba is an Aramaic transliteration, and pater is the standard
Greek word for “father.” David Lipscomb said that where “Abba”
occurs, it always has the “Greek interpretation” (pater) joined with it
(cf. Mk. 14:36; Rom. 8:15; Gal. 4:6),19 perhaps so the reader would not
think the inspired writer was being disrespectful by referring to God as
“Abba,” because “Abba” by itself was often used by those outside of
Judaism as an intimate address like “Daddy,” or “Papa.”20 The point is
that the same intimate relationship that Christ expressed in the garden
when He prayed, “Abba, Father” (Mk. 14:36), belongs to the Christian
because he or she has the indwelling of the Spirit (cf. Rom. 8:9, 15). 3.
Having “the Spirit of his Son” indicates that one is an “heir of God
through Christ” (cf. Rom. 8:15-17).

Also noteworthy in Galatians 4:6 is the word translated “hath sent
forth.” It is the same Greek word used in verse 4: God “sent forth” His
Son. The word means to “send off or away; send out or forth.”21 The
significance is that just as surely as “God sent forth his Son, made of a
woman, made under the law” (Gal. 4:4), He “hath sent forth the Spirit
of his Son into your hearts” (Gal. 4:6). If one is figurative, then why
would not the other one be figurative? The fact is that neither is
figurative because there is nothing in the immediate or remote context
that demands such. If “God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into
your hearts” does not literally mean that “God hath sent forth the Spirit
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of his Son into your hearts,” then where is the God-inspired teaching
that makes it figurative or only applicable to the miraculous age? Why
not simply accept what the Bible teaches?

Examination has now been made of the five passages listed in the
minor premise (Acts 5:32; Rom. 8:9; 1 Cor. 3:16; 6:19; Gal. 4:6-7).
According to Dungan’s rules for determining figurative language, these
passages pass the test as being literal. Even more importantly, when
examined in their contexts, there is nothing that would render the
passages figurative or only applying to the apostles and/or the first
century. The fact that the New Testament writers did not go into detail
as to the manner of the Holy Spirit’s indwelling actually argues in
favor of the literal interpretation of the passages. If the first readers
were not to understand the passages literally, then surely the inspired
writers would have explained how they should have understood them.
Since they did not, the only rational conclusion would be that the
inspired writers said what they meant, and meant what they said! Can
people today do any better than simply accepting what the Bible says?

CONCLUSION
Since the major premise is true (“All Bible statements whose

immediate or remote contexts do not demand a figurative meaning are
statements that are to be taken literally”), and since the minor premise
is true (“The statements concerning the Holy Spirit’s indwelling found
in Acts 5:32; Romans 8:9; 1 Corinthians 3:16; 6:19; and Galatians 4:6-
7 are Bible statements whose immediate or remote contexts do not
demand a figurative meaning”), then the conclusion must necessarily
be true: “The statements concerning the Holy Spirit’s indwelling found
in Acts 5:32; Romans 8:9; 1 Corinthians 3:16; 6:19; and Galatians 4:6-
7 are statements which are to be taken literally.” Thus, the Holy Spirit
indwells the faithful Christian personally and literally, in a non-
miraculous way.
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